Handout 1

Common Text Structures and Signal Words

	Text structure
	Description
	Signal words

	Description
	It gives attributes and features of people, places, items, or setting information about a topic.
	for example, for instance, specifically, such as, attributes of, that is, namely, properties of, characteristics are, qualities are, marks of, in describing


	Problem-solution
	It is used to present a problem and discuss the possible solutions to this problem.
	problem, question, puzzle, perplexity, enigma, riddle, issue, query, need to prevent, the trouble, solution, answer, response, reply, to satisfy the problem, to set the issue at rest, to solve these problems


	Comparison-contrast
	It tells about the differences and similarities of two or more objects, places, events or ideas by grouping their traits for comparison.
	not everyone, but, in contrast, all but, instead, act like, however, in comparison, on the other hand, whereas, in opposition, unlike, alike, have in common, share, resemble, the same as, different, difference, differentiate, compared to, while, although, despite


	Cause-effect

	The reader is told the result of an event or the reasons it happened.


	as a result, because, since, for the purpose of, cause, lead to, consequently, consequence, thus, in order to, this is why, if/then, the reason, so, in explanation, therefore


	Process/

Sequence
	It tells the order in which steps in a process or series of events occur. Sequence groups ideas based on order or time; process is a series of connected instances, each developing from the preceding one, resulting in a decision, a product, an effort of some kind.

	afterwards, later, finally, last, early, following, to begin with, to start with, then, as time passed, continuing on, to end, years ago, in the first place, before, after, soon, more recently

	Classification


	It is used to divide something into groups, classes, categories according to a criterion or several criteria.
	can be divided into, there are two types of…, subcategories, can be classified, are grouped


	Argument
	The author makes a claim and presents reasons or evidence to support his claim. It is used to convince the reader to view things from the author’s point of view. 

	should, must, need to, if…then…

	Definition
	It is used to define a topic or subject. It elaborates on the meaning of a term. It may identify features, uses, or relationships with other known objects, events, or ideas.


	is, is called, is named, is…that…

	Enumeration/

Listing
	It is used to present information by listing events in a sequence or in chronological order using time. It can occur with any text structures.
	and, in addition, also, moreover, beside, first, second, third, etc., subsequent, furthermore, at the same time, another


	Anecdote/
Story
	Through the moral or lesson it presents, an anecdote is often used to introduce the topic of discussion and make connections to the larger issue of concern.
	Various linguistic signals, but semantically, something happened to whom at a certain time and place for a certain reason (when, where, why, who, what).



Note: The above table is created based on the following resources: Academy Handbook Sixth Grade (2004), Emints National Center (2004), Meyer & Poon (2001), Slater & Graves (1989), and Vacca & Vacca (2001).

